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Joy 2, ver. TP of 


| Brbeed, when I, gave all un 70 write 
unto you of the common ſalvation , it 
was needful for me to write unto you, 
rr exhort you, that ye ſhould earneſtly 

_ - contend for the faith which was once 

IB perde. to 10 Hints. 1 


—  HESE. ths * POR a wry propet 


ſtian religion from the cavils of its ad- 
; . verſaries ; ſhewing the ſuitableneſs of it 
ii its various parts to the condition of 
mankind, wo to the perfections of that divine 58 5 


occaſion for vindicating the whole chri- 


td whom it is aſcribed; and ſetting forth the externa! 


evidence of its proceeding from him. Tis with a dif-. 
ferent view that I now enter upon them: N. to 
inquire, whether we are really in poſſefſion of that 
faith whith was once delivered to the ſaints, or not; whe- 
ther that faith is conveyed to us in the writings of the 
New Teſtament which we have in our hands, or whe- 
her v we are to depend upon unwritten traditions, ſup- 
ein „ Þ GS _ poſed 
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poſed to have been delivered by Chriſt « or his apoſtles, 
in order to make up the complete faith of a pn. 


This is one of the grand controverſies. between. us 
and the church of Rome: and indeed that, upon the 
right deciſion whereof, the whole proteſtant doctrine 


muſt either ſtand or fall. q\ \For if there be anything 2 
neceſſary to the faith of a chriſtian, - any eſſentfal part 
of the faith once delivered to the ſaints, which is not con- 
8 rained | in the books. of the New. Teſtament, but left to 8 
tradition; and if the Romaniſts can prove, that their nu- 
merous traditions are of this character: then we, by re- 
Iderable part of che chriſtian 
religion. Nay, let it be ever ſo true in itſelf, that the 
books of the New Teſt ment gontain all that i is eſſen- 
tial to the faith of a c rn yet if the Romaniſts 
can perſuade us that i Ko is not {o, but that oral. tradi- 
tions were delivered by J elds C briſt or his af poſtles, to 
ſupply what was and\would be wanting in che written 
word; and that they, as being the bnly.true church of 
Chriſt, are paſſeſſed of theſe traditions: then we and all 
989 chriſtians mult live in a continual" dependence on them, 
and receive for the mind of + Chriſt, whatever they ſhall 
1 pleaſed to call ſoz and we ſhall never now an end 
of their traditions. They may publiſn one thing in 
one age for an apoſtolical tradition; and another — 
never thought of before, in the next age, and ſo on 
ro the end of the world: and they, pretending to be 
the only true church, will claim to be believed and 
obeyed, let their traditions be ever fo. ridiculous in 
0 themſelves, or ever ſo contrary to the written word. 
1 thought it proper, at the entring upon this ſubject, = 
| to give you this brief view of the importance of it: 
and ſhall hope for your diligent attention, while I take 
_ occaſion from the words of my text to enquire, _ 
I. How we may know what the apoſtle: meant by 
the faith, once delivered. to the ſaints: and particularly, 
whether in order to give a complete account of that 
faith, we muſt have recourſe to traditions diſtinct from 


jecting them, reject a 
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and additional to what is e in che Books of the . 
New Teſtament, 


II. After e manner we ought to. contend for this : 


faith 


. — we may e what- the apoſtle meant by | 


the faith once delivered to the ſaints: and particularly, 


whether in order to give a complete account of that 
faith, we mult have recourſe to traditions different from 
and dona to what 1 18 contained in che books of the 
New Teſtament. - 


The apoſtle dons 45 fo far as] can 28 Aron hour : 


the. whole epiſtle, tell us the the particulars of that 
faith for which he would have chriſtians contend. He 


takes for granted, that the perſons to whom he wrote, 
were acquainted with them. And his epiſtle is directed 
to chriſtians in general, whether learned or unlearned, 

rſons of mean underſtandings, as well as thoſe of 
the higheſt abilities; to all thoſe, who were ſan#tified 
by God the Father, and preſerved in Jeſus Chriſt, and 
called. He does indeed put them in mind concerning 
the whole of their faith, that it is a moſt holy faith, when, 
in verſe 20. he exhorts them to build _ themſeves on 
it: and in the next verſe, he gives the ſame view of 
this faith which is ſet before us in the other books of 
the New Teſtament, while he exhorts chriſtians to look 
ſor the mercy of our Lord Feſus Chriſt unto eternal life. 
And agreeably to this view of 4 holy faith, it is evident 
that his whole epiſtle i is levelled againſt the unholy prac- | 
tices of ſome, Who had in thoſe early days crept into 


the church and defiled it; ungodly men, turning the gras 


of our God into wantonneſs, denying the only Lord God, 
and our Lord Feſus Chriſt ; as he expreſſes himſelf, ver. 4. 
But tho theſe expreſſions are general; yet it is evi- 
dent they have a reference to ſome ſcheme of doctrine, 
made known to mankind by Jeſus Chriſt, as the mind 
and will of God, giving cham the view of. eternal life 
thro? the "ou of holineſs: and by the very general 
manner in which the apoſtle refers to this ſcheme, he 
Way. intimates. chat there v was no great difficulty for 


e g 


(6). 


people of er underſtanding to know aud retain 
in mind the ſubſtance of it. The queſtion therefore now 
before us is; whether there is reaſon to believe that the 


vhole of that doctrine to which our text refers, Was 


ſince committed to writing, and is contained in the 


books of the New Teſtament; or whether ſome con- 
ſiderable and important parts are left out of all thoſe 


m to be conveyed by tradition. 


Nov, the ſcheme of the goſpel, as it ſands in the 


New Teſtament, ſo fully anſwers all the ends that can be 


dieſired, for reſtoring lapſed mankind from their ſinful 
and miſerable” condition; contains ſo copious an account 


What is required of a chriſtian; and is attended with 

ſuch: encouraging and well-grounded aſſurances of hap- 
pineſs, to thoſe who ſhall quely regard it; that unleſs 
there be very clear evidence to prove, that other mat- 


ters, effential to a chriſtian's character, and neceſſary 
do his happineſs, were defignedly left to be conveyed by 

tradition rather than in writing, we may be ſatisfied the 

PFhole of the faith once delivered do the ſaints, is contain- 

ed in the New Teſtament itſelf. But ſuch evidence on the 


ide of tradition there is none. And indeed it is no way 
conſiſtent with that tender concern which the books of 


the New Teſtament ſhew Chriſt had for our peace and 


185 welfare, or wich the wiſdom which ſhines thro? the whole 


1 ſcheme of doctrine thoſe books contain; that he ſhould 


leave any thing of moment to be conveyed by ſuch an 
uncertain precarious way as oral tradition; while we 
ſee that care is taken to commit to writing matters of 


ſuch importance as are contained in the New Teſta- 
ment, and upon the whole ſo complete a rule for the 


: faith and practice of a chriſtian; 

The Rymaniſts acknowledge the Ae She 
: books of the New Teſtament as the Proteſtants do: 

andi it is evident from thoſe books,” that the goſpel of 
Chriſt was calculated for all ſucceeding generations, as 
well as that one in which he himfelf lived; and that 

it was his mind it ſhould be conveyed down to future 

5 _ Now tho'we do not find — expreſs commands 


given 


N 


given by our Lord to his immediate followers "a com- 


believe he would takę care that the authentic doctrine 


which they received from him, ſhould in all its eſſential 


parts be conveyed | to ſucceeding ages, in a certain, and 


not in a precarious. manner. Accordingly we find, . that 
two of the, apoſtles, Mat/bew and John, employ ed 
themſelves in writing an account of the life and docttine 
8 reſurrection of Chriſt their maſter; not con- 


e a 00 merely with preaching in his name, 


e was done by Mark and Luke, who were not 


TAPE And Luke himſelf, in the beginning of his 


ut L ſhall quote the paſſage chiefly. for the = of ob- 


inſtructed Q 


had in writing, was, hat the certainty of thoſe things where- 


1 5 which Were mo ſe. jurely 


a of his diſciples, which are not written in this book: but theſe 


"oe * which Were, hen maj firm deere 1 yer : is 
er - Plain 


mitting his goſpel, to writing; yet we have ee e 


1 aſſures us that the like was attewpted by others, 


bd the view which the Evangeliſt himſelf had in writ- 
ec, a man have taken, in band 10 jet forth 8 
1 2 a declaration f | thoſe things which are moſt ſurely 
5 8 among us; even as they delivered them unto us anho, 
fram- the. beginning. were eye ruitnaſſes and miniſters of the 
ard; it ſeemed good 10 me alſo, having, had perfect unders 
ſanding, of all _ things from the very firſt, io write unto. 
thee in order, moſt. excellent J. Neal j that thou mighteſt 
know the certainty 7. thoſe things wherein thou haſt been i 


Here we ſee that t che view Mo the Da had 


in chriſtians had been inſtructed, might thereby be made 

known z, that chriſtians mi mg know the , certainty of thoſe 
believed.i in the primitive age. 

as manifeſtly with the ſame, view that Joby, who 

was one of the apoſtles, wrote his goſpel. For thus 

he himſelf declares towards the —— end of it; ch. 

Rl XX. 30, 31. Many other figns truly did Jeſus in the preſante 


are written that ye might believe that Jeſus is 14 C hbriſt the 
ſon of Cad, and that belieiving ye might have life thro his 
name. But tho he wrote with the ſame view as Luke-and 
the other Evangeliſts, to convey the certain knowledge of 88 
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ps from the N either of * himſelf, or of 

ſome chriſtians who had been contemporaries with him, 
that he did not go about to write down all the things 
which Jeſus did. For thus it is added in the laſt verſe 
of John's goſpel: there are alſo many other 'things which 


ful wifdom and powe 
does not in the ordinary courſe of things appear — 


ane — if; it had not been enter in writ- 


1 od h — __ We, wor * Ar e ä 


(39. 


Jeſus did; the which if they ſhould be written every one, 1 


ſup poſe that even the world ie 3 not contain the books 
that ſhould be woritten. ' © 


This ſhews, that Wok the Bond eilt theiſetves, 


hs were guided by the Spirit of God to write their 


hiſtory, for conveying the certain knowledge of Chriſt's 


doctrine itſelf, and of the facts to which it appeals 
for its divine original, ſaw no neceſſity of writing 
down every thing that he ſaid or did. So that if we 
had only the four goſpels extant, they would be ſuffi- 

cient for our guidance into all neceſſary chriſtian truth; 
and conſequently there would not be the leaſt oc- 
caſion for unwritten traditions. Through the liberal 
care of divine providence we ha 
fſubſtance delivered by four Erangelilteh and ſome par- 
ticulars preſerved by each one, which the reſt had omit- 

- ted: | moreover, ſome of the doctrines of :chriſtianit) 

which could not well be underſtood during Chriſt's life, 
are largely explained by his apoſtles, in their epiſtles 
written after his death: and for this liberality of divine 


ve the: fame things for 


providence we ought to be highly thankful.” But the 
great care taken in this reſpect will never prove that 


all theſe books were abſolutely neceffaty, ſo as that the 
goſpel could not have ſtood or made its way without 
them: and for the ſam reaſon tig very plain, the gol- 


pel ſtood in no need of unwritten traditions. to make 
Ne addition to its real perfection. 03 291510 15 


If it be aſked, whether the: goſpel could id Made 


kes way in the world without being at all committed to 


writing? I anſwer z. that whatever means the 1 
er of God could have provided, 


ble, that the goſpel would have been regarded for any 


D 8 4 * — „ 4 * : — 
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IO 


after the abundant 
fiſt age, and the cominitting 
chriſtian / dectrine, together with che evidences of its 
divine 1 to re whereby f wag capable 
| led eee fitting, 
ifhers 1 e goſpel ſhoutd-be-guided - 
pe And this was beſtowed upon 
as it had been promiſed to them. Chriſt aſſured 
his diſciples, ſotrowful at tlie view of his: departure, 
ber-would 
fer" in dir name, bould "ichob' tbem all things,” and brifs 
al things" ta their" romambrance, <uhatfoever- he Had faid = 


that the firſt pub 


lie was, I fü 


Nr 


EY beds ingrad ſive: Gamiiſhedi all thoſe. in 


every age who were to be employed in preaching it, 
wich extraordinary and mimculous gifts of the Spirit, 
Much as ſhould infathibly: ſecure them 1 all miſtakes, 


and ſhould give abundant ſatisfaction to their hearers 
vided. - But we have 
'no'reaſor to believe, tharthe — high ſaw it fitting 
regard tocthd latter ages of chriſtianity, 
proviſion of this kind made in the 
the ſubſtance of rhe 


ſthat they were thus 1nfathibly: g 


to do this with 


of being always 


by an infallible 
them, 


that he Comſortor, be; holy Gbaſt, whom iht fat 


them, John xiv. 26. And ch. xvi. 13. he added, that 


"ben Jhe "Spirit 7 be ſhouid guide them = 


into all truth Dans! 4 IO! N 5 * 2 15 


preachers ef — 


hoald denne to writing whe Habſtance of the chriC 


tian doctrine, and the hiſtorical account: of the facts 8 | | 

Ils as teſtimonies of its divine original. 

For norwithſtanding cke wonderful efficacy of preach- 
ing the goſpel in the primitive age, by perſons chus al- 

ſiſted, and attended Un miraculous powers: if, G 

An the Wiſdem 'of his providenee did nt think ve 
Wers in all, . 


to which it app 


to continue theſe/ miraculous p 
as it does not appear he did, and if in this ſtate of 
te eaſe there had been hd written rule provided zi there 


* muſt 


great” te rede chat. the firſt 
Segel eden tho they had received 
their doctrine from rhe mouth gf Chriſt imſelf, ſhould = 
be thus infallibly- aſniſted and guided. And I cannot | 
forbear adding 5 that it was likewiſe of: great impor- 
tance, that ſome of theſe-perfons thus iofallibly g zuided, 
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(46 by 
muſt et deen the utmoſt ng of loſing che true 
Ne of chriſtianity. OR 42 

For the truth of this Ats, 1 appeal, to common 
erience, even with regard to any one ſingle narrative 
or relation of a fact. How various are the accounts 
Sees of the ſame fact by different perſons, even 
where there is a written record of it, to Which all may 
+ have recourſe? how much more different, where there 
is no written record? how different in a month, or even 
in a week's time? how much more different and un- 
certain, after a few years are elapſed? And what little 
- credit does any ſtory gain, after many years from the 
time in which the fact is ſaid to have RG. tho told 
with ever ſuch minute and remarkable circumſtances, 
if there has never been any atteſted record? The very 
want of ſuch a record, makes thinking people ready to 
ſay, that thoſe ha lived at the time when ſuch; a fact 
is pretended to have come to paſs, did not believe it 
themſelves, or did not think it of the leaſt. importance; 
otherwiſe they would have ren care to prefers. the 
- memory: of it in qi oh b i n. 
But what may be karting any: kngle relation 
Y of fact, is with. much more advantage applicable 
to the caſe: of the whole chriſtian doctrine; in which 
there àre many parts, and each of conſiderable i impor- 
- tance towards the reception of the whole, in ages after 


"the primitive times. The preceptive doctrine itſelf is 


r * N 


— — —— 


large and copious: : and tis e more uſeful to us for 
being ſo copious. And there is ſo much of moment in 
the hiſtory of Chriſt, for ſatisfying us that he came 
with authority from God to bes theſe precepts, to 
enforce them with thoſe motives which make up ano- 
ther part of his doctrine, and to aſſure men that upon 

their receiving or rejecting him, their final happineſs or 
miſery depends; ſo much of moment in writing down 
the period of time wherein he appeared, and in naming 
places and perſons, known to agree with the hiſtory of 
- thoſe times; ſo much of moment in the circumſtances 
of His birth and manner of TROY the miracles a her 

forme 


„6 


formed, the prophecies to which he appealed, the pre 
dictions himſelf delivered, the death he e his 


8 1 * "+ - 4 4 
of che importa 


of a few ages have had very little regard paid to it, 


if chere had been no ſuch circumſtances to attend it. 
And now will any man pretend, that all theſe could in 
any tolerable meaſure, according to the ordinary courſe 
of things, have been preſerved by tradition, ſo as to 
gain any degree of credit, 500 or 1000 years after the 
things were ſaid to be tranſacted? He muſt have a 


judgment very different from that of mankind in ge- 


neral, who can believe it. And if the ſubſtance of 
Chriſt's: doctrine, together with the - hiſtorical facts 


whieh- ſupport it, would in all probability have been 


loſt, without a written record to cOonvey the. true ac- 
count of them; what reaſon can we have to believe, 
ditions were ever deſigned to be preſerved, 
which were not by the apoſtles themſelves committed 
to writing, as the main doctrine and the hiſtorical facts 
were? Thoſe many works which our Saviour did, 
(which St. John ſuppoſes would not have been contained 
* in a world of books) if they had been written, or if 
God by ſome other means had preſerved the know- 
ledge of them, had been as worthy to be believed, 
and as neceſſary, as« thoſe that are written. But 
then, to: ſhew you how much more a faithful keeper 
records are than report; thoſe few that were written, 


< are: preſerved and believed; thoſe infinitely. more 


*-that were not written, are all loſt and vaniſhed out 
of the memory of men,“ This is the obſervation 
the controverſy about traditions. What reaſon then 
have we to believe, that the traditions of the church 
of Rome were ever verbally delivered by the A* 
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Auer to Charity maintained, &c. cl 


3 | B 2 | | po les, 


riſing from that death, and ſending down the miracu- 

| lous gifts of the holy Ghoſt upon his followers; that 
his doctrine itſelf, notwithſtanding all his declarations 
ance of receiving it, would in the courſe 
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that doctrine Which we know the apoltity 


L te receiving, 
4 mi in the church of God that the - ſhould 
c receive: the communion from the . — but 


1 85 men only the miniſter's makingothe, read and wine 
with his wn hands; whereus the people recive from 
him z there is no mighth dliſoovery in it, m any one 
who! has read the New Fuſtament. But if by chr 


1 people Nang 
| | eee Tome very: 

: rent from the Scri are account, . ane puta this 
1 apoſtolical tradition. yada . e W ec DET 
They have as uch andi dn n 


is according do a 


4 other — the living 


"Ti » 


cs, or indeed ever entred into their minds; when 
t appears they are either very frivolous and un worthy of 
preached, or 
elſe. contrary to it? Give me leave to: ſet forme ſcu of | 
them before you,” cen from the ebuncil-of Trent, 


_ is — moſt” aurhentick account of che Romiſb 


relrg 68% Aint yrorbed rrxdoeoge wat s to 
I wen xIIlch ſelnon, hi, theyceelk ub, that & in 
the ſacra ment; it has always been the cu. 


&* that the prieſts ſhould, while they art celebrating; 


1 communicate to thetmſblves: Which cuſtom,“ they 


N Us, “ 4 deſcending from! 


apoſtolica} tradition, has 
4 Tight to be Fetaindd.” 


Now if by all this they 


ies — — che y entan the mal- 
fes herein the prieſt a dot partilces of the elements, 


5 a. looking n g they had 
on arguments cu very diffe- 


hey affit m *, that i unbboby ſagrihr 66 the Mak 
— — offered, 
not only for the fins;/punifhmtnes; ſutitfactions, and 
faithful but likewiſe for 
* thole Where dead — — yeriullyurged:” | 
As much to the full will they bo at a Joſs for 


. —-— Fights, 
berge, 


garmenes, Undnmany other Things of the 
„ante Lind, (vhich they briag into the ſacriſice of 
the Mals) proceeded. fun  apoſtelic difapline and 
„ wadön chat chere 15 a Purgatory 5: and chat 


, Sell il cap. 2. e, BY S, proœm. 


1 oe 1 | | 5 43 ; wy: the 


in contr⸗ | 


wn) 


Str dad art ele uffrages of, 


the faithful, dana by the acceptable Geribce 


Hof the altar“ Indeed this dactrine of purgatory 


they do not expreſly aſcribe to apoſtolical tradition, 


but 10 the antient 2 of. n by which *tis pretty 


evident they mean the ſame thing. Fer they do in the 
ſame breath, with equal truth yy modeſty, pretend 
likewiſe to coontenance it from the ſacred ſcriptures 


themſelves : and thence it is very probable, that oy 
the np 'E who chey, mean. chat of the 


poſties-. 
Theſe are wy of the padre ef ork Fr) 9085 
And. « rning theſe and all the reſt tis eaſy to ſee + 


that either they are pretended to be derived from Scrip - 


ture itſelf, and therefore ought never to be mentioned 
liſtiaRion to it 3 or elſe are utterly unworthy 

of the apoſtles, and- inconſiſtent; with their acknow- = 

edged doctrine contained in their der 5h and with 


inconſiſtency is a ee argument againſt N . 


8 them. &; * 923 7 


But even in caſe tiny were conſiſtent ich the apoſtle's TT 
dodrine, and were- 3 to be received by a chri- 


ſtian already in poſſeſſion of the Scriptures: beſides 


the needleſſaeſs of any ſuch additions, he muſt be in 
the greateſt perplexity for want of. knowing upon what 
ground to receive them. For if traditions not recorded 
in Scripture are to be received it muſt; be either upon 
cheir being reported by word ,of - moutk from one ge- 
neration to another, down to out on times; or elſe 
upon che credit of ſomt antient Writers in ages after 
the apoſtles. Thie former way I have already ſhewn to 
be ſuch as can convey nothing like a e 6 z and 
conſequently is what no wiſe mand in any affair of im- 
portance would ever depend Upon. nd even the, lat- | 
der way, chat of depending upon fathers and antirnt 
writers. ſince the apoſtles times,. is attended with ſuch 


difficulties, chat it can yield no ſolid Tatisfa&tion. Con- 


_ 1 * — conveyed, it is 


Sago — plain 


the doctrine: of Chriſt their lord: and maſter : 2 which gf 


tions not cot 
ſelves, that they were by them wholly neglected, when 


dient as 


= au) 


plain that we have different accounts kom ferent wri- 


ters; one father being inconfiſtent with another. And 
it is an inſuperable prejudice againſt them all; that none 


of them were "thought' worthy to be committed to 


writing by the apoſtles thetnfelves, the inſpired fol- 


owers of our common maſter,” who had his owiy pro- 
miſe of being guided into all truth; and of having the 


help of the Spirit, 26 bring all things to their remembrance. 


*Tis I ſay an inſuperable 


&' prejudice againſt all tradi· 
mitted to writing by the apoſtles them- 


we find to our comfort they were directed by the good 


Spirit of God to furniſh us with ſo minute an account 
of Chriſt's doctrine and hiſtory,” ſo ſufficient a rule 
for our faith and practice. Upon the credit of antient 

Writers we may believe, that the traditions they record 
were entertain d by ſome chriſtians, and yet not ſee 
the leaſt reaſon to elenowledy 
And there muſt be a vaſt difference in this caſe. It 

would be very abſurd to put the fathers upon the ſame 
fcot of authority as the apoſtles themſelves; ſince they 
had not that infallible guidance ever — to them 
or received by Oy Which the: e e _ or: ever 


e'them-biriding upon us. 


pretended to it. 118151 
But to put che matter out def all doubt 3 1 wilt ſhew 
the uncertaintytof tradition even in very antient 


Hints? from a moſt” remarkable inſtance of it. And 
that was the ſettling the time of celebrating Eaſter. 


r to ® Buſebius, that controverſy was as an- 
olyca#Y tine, who is ſaid to have been a 
rer and: iſeigte of the apoſtie ohn. He, and with 


bim the churches of Ita in general, obſerved Eaſter 


as the Jews did ctreir paſſover on "the fourteenth day 


of the moon. Himſelf in eee who in 
bis time was biſfop of Rome, were indeed of pacific 


minds and här be 


point the Aiffered, the Ro- 


man church, kogerkter with - other weſtern” churches 


{216} flo on loi 062 11 36: 
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keeping Eaſter always on the firſt. day of the weck, 
and in a different manner from the churches in 4/ia 3 
yet amicably * communicated with each other. But ſo 
did not their ſucceſſors. For in the days of the em- 
peror Commodus, a furious controverſy aroſe between 


0 


the eastern and weſtern churches, both ſides claiming 
apoſtolical tradition; founding their opinion upon the 

Practice, as chey ſuppoſed, the one of St. Joby, the 

other of St. Peter: the conſequence of which was, that 


aer F, biſhop of Rome, excommunicated all the 
churches of Alia, and cut them off at one ſtroke. 
But this did not put an end to the controverſy. For 
it appears b Zach in his F life of Conſtantine, that 
ir remained, til che council of Nice, in the fourth cen- 
tury, decided the matter in fayour of the weſtern 
In the mean time, what became of the apoſtolical 
tradition derived from St. Jobn, and followed by the 
Churches in Aſia? It ſeemed to have at leaſt as much 
probability on its fide. as the other; but the ſuperioar 
numbers prevailed. And Socrates. the hiſtorian, fol- 
lowing che authority of e the deciſion in a 


+ * 


great meaſure upon, this foot, He 4 expreſly ſays, that 

in the ſynod the emperor Conſtantine writing to thole 
ho diſſented, adviſed, them in regard they. were 
but few, to follow the greater number.“ Then 
be quotes from Euſebius the emperor's words, to the 


fame purpoſe. After which he adds: „“ that the quar- 
1 —.— affirm the keeping the 14th A, the 
moon was . delivered. to them by the apoſt 7 205 E 
that the Romans and thoſe in the weſtern parts, ſay the 
e uſage. in force with them was delivered by the apol- 
tles Peter and Paul; but that neither of the two parties 


could produce any written proof relating to theſe 


things: that he. himſelf conjectured the feaſt of 
+. Eaſter, was in all places obſerved from ſome uſage 


. . 


. A ee 


bid cap. 2 + 


„ | + Lib. ili, cap. 14. IIb. v. c. 22. 
* Ib. iii. c. 19. 2 hy wars han ge » 5 
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and 
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. the other feſti 
2 from their labours, and fo the kept up the memory 


- if many other thing! in ſeveral places came into faſhion, 
o this feaſt of 0 had its pe 


World of miſchief? wid ndeett und 
| *tain direction there was no knowing” where 00 fix their 


5 w, and made a due proviſion againſt it. 


* 10 ) 
wp — earn ee * 


| . the 
en 1 the 


fame faith differing from each ore with reſpect to 


<©rites?” In the beginn ng of the fame chapter he 
blamies thoſe who contended about this feſtival: affir 


ing that neither the apoſtles” nor the goſpels had 
5 ie the yoke of ſervitude upon chriſtians; 1 that 


* men themſelves, each in their reſpective countries, 
as they thought fit, obſerved the feaſt of Eaſter and 
rals; becaufe therein they were relaxed 


of Chrift's ſalutary paſſion 5 ob hehe our Saviour 
< himſelf, nor his apoſtle have by any Jaw enjoined 
<« us to obſerve It ;— that” the” view of the apoſtles 
of was, not to make laws about feſtival days, but to 
es bring in a regular courſe of life, and of piety” to- 
; and that to him ſt appeared, that as 


2 Nt obſervation 
among cuftym, 155 apoſtles having 
neper preſcrib 4857 er ; oy Sk Sens: 


II fuch ugh had poſleffed 3he minds of chr Mus 


in born relating to this affair, they had ene 
"thofe uncharitable .contentions into which the fell. 


5 But che plauſible topic of apoſtolical tradition gave a 
| mighty. ak to the diſputants on cach ſide; and its 


great uncertaint even in early days, betray'd' them 
into much con nfion, and laid the foundation of a 
nder ſuch an uncer- 


foot. n tp 1 2604 ** 
All this confuſion our bleſſed ori ajiidoebegShyfore- 
Byt many 
of his profeſſed followers choſe rathet "to be gyyided 
by their own corrupt affections, than go on in that 
plain way which he had marked out for them. — 
foreſaw that ſome would ſophiſticate his pure dg 
1 inventions of their o, and; endeavour 10 ae 
Hope their brethren, which himſelf ha never 1 
joined. 
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Joined.” Me eſa ldintaiefard a role, i ſure and ſufs 
fieient rule, of faith and practice, in the writings 
of his immediate followers Who have recorded what 
they perfectly knew te he his mind and will, together 
wick che tireumſtances which proved it to be the mind 
nd will of God who ſent him. And to give his dif- 

ciples in ſucceeding! ages the more ſure defence a- 
gaiaſt uncertainties and perplering doubts 1 he took 
care to let the ſubſtance c Meant himſelf delivered; be 
recorded and — t 5 by ſeveral different 
hands, of perſons thoroughly acquainted with the things 
they wrote of and to incline the hearts of ſome, who 
had been either fully inſtructed by himfelf while here 
upon earth, or repleniſhed with the extraordinary gifts 
of his Spirit from heaven, largely to explain thoſe 
chings which cou'd better be underſtood. after his a- 
ſdenſion chan before: and upon the whole, he rook 
care t have committed to writing, in a variety of 
lte 4 complete, copious; conſiſtent: and Ane. 


Er acoount of the laſt diſpenfarion of God's will to. 5 


wards men nic Beis 5 
All this proviſion is made r e in the books of 
the New Teſtament ; tho the ſeveral parts of that 
Collection were written at different times and upon 

different occaſions ; us likewiſe the diſeourſes of our 

bleſſed Lord himſelf were at different ſeaſons occaſion- 
ally dellveredl. And as we plainly ſee by the goſpel 
hiſtory; tha that our Lord himſelf choſe to deliver his own 

divine diſcourſes at different ſeaſons, as different oc- 
caſions ealled for them, rather than at any one time 

to deliver the whole of his religion in the ſet form of 
a regular ſyſtem; and as herein he ſhewed his great 
wiſcddom and goodneſs, in taking care to have his variety 
of inſtructions attended with circumſtances which ſhould 
ſtrongly impreſs chem: ſo the ſame wiſe goodneſs ap- 
pears in directing his immediate followers to commit 
to writing upon different occaſions what he would have 
to be the rule of his diſciples in all ſucceeding ages. To 
whatever different occaſions» theſe ſeveral: rings are 


owing u yet as they. all procgeded 
— thoroghly furmiſhed for teaching us the 


Ve reeeive. the knowledge of the Whole 2 — 
che credibility of it, from tradition. All Which 


1 


Semantics 


mind of Chriſt our lamgiyer,, they give us a ſatis- 
factory ground for owni as our ruls z and ag 


all of — together furniſh. out a rule ſo very copious, 
as is that af the whole canon of the New Teſtament 3 
it is indeed amazing, that any men who call chemſelyes 
chriſtians ſhauld ever have recourſe to ſuch an uncertain 


thing as tradition, for completing what is abundantly 
perfect without it, and what is in danger of being 
ure loſt and made of no effect when blended with 


It is indeed objected/ to u by the Romagiſis, that 


readily acknowledge; and are thankful for that — 


verſal tradition upon the credit whereof ye receive 
it. But in this objection they greatly ſophiſticate. For 

the tradition whereby the. goſpel 4 e to 5, 

and — we are ſatisfied of its cred 4 


; 1 ida not — 5 A — — chi — concerning 
a thing ſaid to have been ; Gai or practiſed a great 
ile before any written account was given of it: but 
is the concurring acknowledgment: of num- 
ber of perſons, in different parts of the w f 
friends and enemies to chriſtianity, in ſeveral ſucpoding 
ages, that thoſe. books were — by the perſons to 


m they are aſcribed and more eſpecially a ſtrong 


1 concurring evidence from many hands in the early ages 
of the church, that theſe. — were conſtantly read 
in the aſſemblies of chriſtians as the rule of their reli- 
gion, and that the doctrine contained in them Was known 
and oppoſed by its enemies as the doctrine 1 1 
Chriſt. Beſides all this, the intrinſie goodneſs o 


moral doctrine of the New. Teſtament — itſelf, 


And as to: thoſe things which are peculiar to chriſlianicy 3 
they are ſo far from _ inconſiſtent hs thatrcaſon and 


gs | — judg: 


* "= 


2 
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judgment, which teach us to yield a  ſubmiſion to what: 
ever gbodevidenceappears to have the ſtump of di- 
eyerupongo that they approve themſelves to a ſe- 
ribus — being well ſuited to the condition of 
thoſe to whom the goſpel is offered: whereas the tra- 
— of che Romiſh Church, it is eaſily ſeen, are 
yoof-them inconſiſtent with and contrary to the 
wren word, which themſelves pretend to receive, and 
mon ſenſe; ſo far deſtitute are they of any 
ſufficient evidence — . vere ever en we Clirif 
or his apoſtles. i Nai en 
To what has been fad! 1 receiving eee . 
traditions, give me leave to add; that 1 it is incumbent 
on thoſe who contend for them, to prove clearly and 


plainly, that they did indeed proceed from Chriſt or his 


apoſt les, and that it was the mind of Chriſt they ſhould 
be obſervod as neceſſary parts of the faith or practice 
of his followers. The perfection of that rule which is 
ontained in the written word, fatisfies us we have no 
need of them. The proof lies upon thoſe who con- 
tend for them. And from what has been advanced it 
appears, that it will be very hard to bring proof; un-. 
leſs confident aſſertions and —— pretencesto infllbi 
liry may as for proof.” 4.11261 _ 
Thus I chink it has been-ſuciently- ewincdd ; that 
the traditions ' upon which the church of Rome lays 


| fuchalfiref; make up no part of that faith for which 


the apoſtle in our text exhorts chriſtians æarneſtly to = 


contendʒ and that the whole of what is eſſential to the 
faĩch of a chriſtian, being delivered in the primitive age 
by verbal inſtruction, was likewiſe in various parts, upon 
a variety of occaſions, committed to writing, and is 


contained in the books of the New Teſtament. Vihall 55 


now make a reflexion or wo; and ſo conclule. 

. It unwritten tradirions belong not to che faich 
of Chriſt; then they who ſet them upon an equal foot 
with the written word, weaken the faith of chriſtians, 
and take the ready way to deſtroy it, by drawing off 
— - eas. :&mplet — 
95 oo „„ e 
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ER 1 75 — ers er and reverence, not 


« traditions themſelves, whether relati 
either by word of: month dictated 


in the ſame ſeſſion t 


. church, and ſo as to make it 1c 
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of Hofrineiwhich: is 4 certain rule, into'zionglteſornize 
of uncertainty; anda «conſtant danget of pernicious 
errors. Now as black-a-chargeias this is, it plainly be- 
longs to the church of Rome: and they will — be 
able to clear themſelves of it, ſo longias 
ledge the authority of the council of Trent. For that 


council, in its Ath ſeſſion, has the aſſurance roundly 
to declare, that they receive and venerate;/ with the 
only all the 
books of the Old and New Teſtament; but like wiſe 


practice E being 
40 by Chriſt, or by the holy Spirit; and preſerved by 


a continued ſucceſſion in the catholic church: ꝰ and 
every one knows, that they claim to themſelves alone 
the character of the catholick church. What now muſt 
be the conſequence of theſe things? eſpetially when 
tey forbid people to put their own 

ſienſe upon Scripture, or any ſenſe different from the pre- 
tended unanimous conſent of the church, and of the 
St Fathers, hich! it is impoſſible: to come at; and when it 
is well known they erideavaur to keep the people from 
b much as reading the Scriptures, and to Ptenom the 

having it in their power to put any ſenſe upon 

_ What can! be che conſequence; but chat the peo 
ple muſt intirely depend upon the prieſt, and receive 


1 his mouth whatever he is pleaſed to-call-either 
Scripture or tradition? By tbeſe means the Scripture 


itſelf in effect is only. parcelled out to the people by 
oral tradition. And even in choſe caſes where any part 


of Scripture is produced, it muſt receive its authentic 
ſenſe according to the pretended interpretation of the 
m. to agree with thoſe 
very traditions which are;indeed contrary to its inten- 
tion. If this is not wenkening the faith of chriſtians, 


and undermining, the foundation of it; I know w̃ riot 


what can be ſq called, It is at this rate: c Kee bale 
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they acknow- 


to faith or 


purpoſe 


0! 


porpoſe chat the word of "Chriſt is conveyed to the pred 
ſent äge in writing. It becomes of no effect, to thoſe 
who truſt in traditions as delivered to them by their 


prieſts-. And that ſay ing is very true concerning the 
Nomiſn prieſts, Where with our bleſſed Lord fo Juſtly 
reproached the Phariſees of old; that / hing aſide tb 


commandment of God, they held the tradinon of men; and 


that they made tht' word of: God of none eſfect by their tra- 
dition,” Mark vii; 8, 13. For let a man but be zealous 
for the traditions of rhe church; and he ſhall not fail 
of an abſolution for all his fins; be they what ine | 


um Nay, he fhall-nor-fail of an indulgence for all 
ſins to be committed ofor 1000 years to come, if he 


deſires it, and pays à good round ſum for it; let the 

written word ever ſo ſtrongly denounce: condemnation 
to all thoſe without exception who perſiſt in their ſins. 
What did or could the Phariſees do more, when they 
nade void the moral command of bonouxing father or mother, 


dy relling a man he was excuſed if he dedicated that 


as a gift, whereby he ſhould relieve his poor parents 
in their diſtreſs ? This is the particular caſe to which 


our Saviour in the forecited place refers. And if the 


Phariſees of old, as our Saviour affirms, did many ſuch 
other things, ſo may the Romiſn prieſts at this day, by the 
like ſubterfuge. Indeed, there is no moral duty which 
may not be eluded, nor any vice which may not be pal- 
liated, and even indulged, if the people can be kept up 
in q ſervile regard to the traditions of the church, and 
in 4 belief that ſne alone has the right and the power of 
interpreting Scripture. For 'tis only the prieſt's telling 


2 man that ſuch is the tradition of the church: and 


then, let the thing be ever ſo contrary to Scripture 


and to the dictates of conſcience; the Scripture is not 


known,” and conſcience will by degrees be laid aſlecp. 
And there is no end of what the chureh, by its prieſts, 
may palm upon the people for apoſtolical tradition. 
This is verified by the practice of the church of Rome : 
which has been abundantly more politic than to bring 
Wt at once all the traditions ſhe pretends to father 
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 YV:blefſed virgin's; immaculate; conception, , 
power over che temporalities of kings, 
of predeterminatiqn, c. all hieh yet are, ot in time 
Tama be, impoſed upon, chriſtians under the title of 
Frisia agdapoſtolical tradition 3 and that [with 
Fe tha neceſſity, chat they are told they were as good 
believe nothing at all, as not believe thoſe things 
d toſhaye come ftom the apoſtles; which they know 
to have been brought in but yeſterday,” “ 
you in mind how drea 
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oned controv 


* ſhoulch not learn 1 the religion of 


none of them came from the fountain of apoſtolie 
_ Exgradifion, but have infinuated chemſelves into the 
Duſtreams by little and little: ſome in one age, and 


Dome in another: ſome more antiently, ſome mort 
' and, ſome. yet are embrio's,,ytt-hatching 


e doctrine 
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reſent reflexion, with putting 


countries where popery prevails. I have 
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| ful an effect the placing tradi- 
Praduced in 
den you the tendency : and the event anſwers to it. 
people; loſt; to all the excellent purpoſes they were 
locked up in the breaſt of 
mate for his purpoſe to deal in 
Written word: and hence comes 


c 


| voted all things eſſential to che faick of 4. 


was it: then we dught co 


remained 


« Py 


are contained in the written word ; if it is able ta make. 


ads ſaluntion, and we are ſafer in adhering 0 
its directions alune, than blending unwritten tradicions 


the free uſe of the Scripture, * increaſing our acquiin . 
taner with it, and ſhewing in the courle of our lives | 
that we are reſalved to be { by ir. Our ſcein 
that-the papiſts are under 4 miſerable deluſion, 
ſtand us in no ſtead A the great day, if it hall appear 5 


that we w _—_ moſt favourable drtunites'of 
in grace and in the knowledge: of aur Lord and 
Saviour Neu Cbriſt, neglected . ortunities, and 


ignorant and wiclted. Inſtead of this, our 
condemnation will be the more heayy's while a wie 
and righteous and gracious governor will make all pros 
per allowances for the unavoidable failings of thoſe, 
from whom the. means of knowledge were en 8 
n de yd u BA e SOS 
J eguld-nor-rhink:of-a mote proper ſubject: whereon 
to eriploy your thoughts, than that on which T have 
now bern diſcgurfingi when I was directed to give you 
a collection to be made this day — 

for -s relief of; many thouſands of your diſtreſſed bre. 
5 of: Saleeburgoin Germany's 
furious bigotry of the archbiſhop their 

b 8 a eee out of houſe and home, doſti- 
tute af all neceſſaries, and forced 1 bf ths in 
the want of all things, merely becauſe ( 
good providenee of God gained ſome de * 
his written word, — — — wee 
groſs errors of the church of Rome) they were deſirous 
to increaſe in that knowledge, and conform to it in 
their practice. I have ſnewn you what good reaſon we 
have tg: lieve, that the whole faith of a chriſtian is 
contained in the books of the New Teſtament, with- 
out being at all beholden to traditions. I have ſhewn 
you the dreadful tendency and the real conſequence of 
r traditions * an equal foot with Scripture. 


My 


prove our chankfulneſs for 


bave any "zealous/r 


already, you ate diſpoſed to contribi 
yards tlie — of ſuch vaſt numbers of diſtreſſed pe o- 
ple; let not your charitable inclnations, elpecialy if 
they are now formed into good reſolutions, die within 
you. I ſnall only add: aloha public prints, and 
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an 
v next buſineſs will be to 


books of the New Teſtament recommend. And I be- 


lieve you are beforehand poſſeſſed with the conviction, 
that —— 
— violent meaſures can never have a place. 1 


all the methods of vindicating the faith of 


at that time to lay before you à particular account 
of the ſufferings, which ſuch numbers of your —.— 
ave undergone, merely by their oontending in a 


able manner for aba, Purity of the|chriſtian | doatine 3 z 


not having time to ge upon it now. But if you 


yourſelves, and are ſincerely thankful, that you have 


che liberty of ſerving God in the uſe of that excellent 
rule of Scripture, with which hisprovidence has bleſſed 


you let me intreat you to come prepared with ſenti- 


wients of compaſſion and — towards thoſe, 
Wee haue Joytullyi/afiercd the ldi ff all yhings, that 


they might win Chriſt, And if by what you havwheard 
2: liberally to 


hkewiſe ſome other papers publiſhed on purpoſe, give 


= Fick;an unexceptianable: account of the diſtreſs of theſe 
perſecuted proteſtants, the cauſe of their perſecution, 
de patience, and even the joy with which they bear it, 
and laſtly, che; ſecurity you have that your bounty 
Will faichfolly be:conveyed to them; that 


againſt a liberal er n red. 
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2M enquire, after what tharther 
we ought to contend for ſuch'a kind of faith as the 


for that purity of doctrine 
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Jos, ver. 3. 


Beloved, whe] ave all # diligence to write 
unto you of 1 Foo common ſalvation; it 

was needful for me to write unto and 
© "exbort you, that ye ſhould earneſtly con- 
tend for the fait which WAS once del. = 


m4 vered to the ſaints. . LEWES 
1 HAVE Ardady diſcourſed on chele Vos and . 
inquired how we may come to know what the 
] " apoſtle meant by the faith once delivered to the. 
: a | ſaints: particularly, whether in order to give a 
complete account of that faith we muſt have re- 
- 


courſe to traditions diſtin from and additional to what 
is contain'd in the books of the New Teſtament. And 
I think it was made to appear, that ſuch traditions 
make up no part of that faith for which the apoſtle in 
our text exhorts us to contend: but that the whole of 
what is eſſential to the faith of a chriſtian, being delt- 
vered in the primitive age by verbal inſtruction, Was 

lkewiſe in various parts, and upon a variety of occa- | 
ſions, committed to writing, and is contained in the 5 
C books of the New Teſtament. 

U It was obſerved; that the only deferipilit the apoſtle 15 
| zives of this faith, is that it is 2 moſt boly faith; and 
at it is ſuch an one thro? which we are 10 [ook for the 
mercy of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt unto eternal life. From 
theſe two hints | it would be eaſy to enter into the par- 
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the apoſtle thews what was K Hud, view in writing 


6069 


doula of che · chriſtian doctrine: which particulars the 


apoſtle in this ſhort epiſtle choſe not to mention; and 
thereby ſhewed he took for granted, the perſons fowhom 


he was writing very well knew what _ things were, 
in which the chriſtian doctrine conſiſted. The epiſtle 
is directed to all thoſe, who were ſan, ed by God the 
Father, and preſerved in. Feſus Cbriſt, and called: 5 2 
all fincere chriſtians. All thoſe who made profeſſion of 
faith in Jeſus Chriſt, and ſhewed: that their faith had 
a ſanctifying effect upon them, the apoſtle took for 
granted had a competent knowledge of the faith they 
: Toten and hence it is eaſy to infer, chat he - . 
ſieved à man of an ordinary underſtanding, and not at 
all acquainted with nice ſubtleties, might know. enough 
to make him a good chriſtian. All which is very con- 
ſiſtent wich the exhortations in other parts of Scripture, 
10 grote in grace and in the' knowledge of bur' Lord and Sa- 
 viour Jeſus Chriſt. The one grand thu which che 
author of this epiſtle propoſed to himſelf, was the p > 
vuailing upon. chriſtians. to exemplify that holineſs. in the * N 
lives, to which the profeſſion of faith in Chriſt naturally 
called them. It was with this view that he ſtiled cheir = 
faith a moſt holy faitb, at the ſame time that he * = 
horted them to 127 up themſelves on it; ver. 20. 
this view he warned them, v. 4. of thoſe ungodly men =P 5 
uad cnept into the church, turning the grace of our God ino 
 laſciviouſueſs, denying the "only Lord God and our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt; i. e. diſregarding the holy precepts delivered by 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in the name of God the Father. 
And with the ſame view it is, that almoſt all the reſt 
of the epiſtle is taken up, in Nr chriſtians in mind 
of che righteous judgments, o 
godly and unholy men, in a great variety of inſtances, 
mn former generations, and his vengeance againſt thoſe 
angels who were diſobedient o cheir creator and * 4 
vernor. 
Iis remarkable, that! in ſo ſhort an n epiſtle warnings 


are given againſt ſuch a number of vices, But hereby 


it, 


God, executed upon un- 


0 27 * 


it. 15 ver. 5. he mentions unbelief and diſtruſt in God. 
aggravated by the knowledge of former ſignal inſtances 


of his power, wiſdom and goodneſs. In ver. 7, 8, 10. 
he mentions defilements of tbe fleſh, deſpiſing : 
nion, and ſpeaking evil of dignities, He hints at ma- 


lice, covetouſneſs and ambition, covered with ſpecious 
pretences of piety; ver. 11. He ſhews the ſcandal and 


reproach of theſe vices, mixed as they were in the cha- 
racters of ſome profeſſed chriſtians with ſhameleſs 


intemperance; v. 12, 13. and in ver. 15, 16. he takes no- 

tice not only of ungodly courſes of action, but likewiſe 
of ſpeaking ; particularly murmurings, complainings, and 

the uſing of great fevellmg words, to ſet forth with a view | 


to mens own advantage a high admiration of others. 


Since ſuch vices as theſe had crept into the 3 

che apoſtle thought it proper to take notice of them, 
While he was exhorting chriſtians 10 build up themſelves 
on their - moſt holy faith, and 10 contend earneſtly for it. 
And conſidering "ag is to be the ſubject of my pre- 
ſent diſcourſe, it would be very unfitting that I ſhould 
phaſs over in ſilence, the one thing which the apoſtle takes 
ſuch great care to inculcate; viz. that the faith for 
which chriſtians ought to contend, is 4 moſt boly fe up. 


My buſineſs at this time is to enquire 


a th. 


in token of their being conquerors. In theſe exerciſes, - 


'tis well known, men uſed to exert their whole ſtrength 


of body and feryour of mind, beſides the neceſſary pre- 


paration of temperance beforchand. And all this, as 


the apoſtle Paul obſerves, was done in friving far 4 
borruftible crown; whereas chriſtians ſtrive or an incor- 


becomes 1 Cor. ix. 25. 16 eee eee 1259.9 


ia t Sa. 
is g D 2 „ In 


I. After what manner we. ought to contend for this 


An earneſt contention by Welt lk us it muſt Lie, "ot 
2; ſtriving, in a vigorous: exertion of the powers of 
our minds. By which expreſſion he ſeems to allude 
to thoſe exerciſes among the Greeks and Romans, 
wherein men ſtrove for the victory, and were to re- 
ceive from their appointed judges, crowns or garlands, 
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In general therefore: we. ſee, that an W bade of 
ns a diſpoſition altagether unconcerned for the pre- 
valling of that faith whith-was once delivered to the ſaints, 

zs jnconſiſtent. with an earneſt comention for it. We can 
never be faid earne/ly.to:contcurdfor it, if we donot ſome 
way /or other ſhew a ſincere concern, by uſing ſome vi. 
gorous endeavours, for i its ee in * hearts and 
lies of menus z Pian 
But how is this earneſt: contention to o be end ind 
5 with what propriety can chriſtians in l be exhorted 
thus to contend for the faith? + Lanſwer, 
1/4. There is no-fincerecchriſtian but is bly of 
ſhewing this concern, this earneſt contention for the faith, 
in converſation ; when he finds that doctrine, which 
zs the rule of his preſent conduct and the foundation of 
his hope, ridiculed or maliciouſly oppoſed. Even a 


profeſſion, cannot only ſee good reaſon for adhering 
do it himſelf, but likewiſe give ſome good reaſon why 
bed does ſo. If he cannot anſwer all the ſophiſtical ca- 


gumentaion; yet he can ſignify that the ſubſtance of 
= the doctrine is really good in itſelf, and has a direct 
= tendency to make men good and happ "3. and that it 
= — >+Has many teſtimonies of a divine original. It were in- 
1 dced to be wiſhed, that chriſtians in general would 
: = take more pains than they do in building up themſelves | 


vn their holy faith. Then would they: always be pre- 


pared to defend it; altays ready to {He an anſwer 10 
_ every man that ſhould ak them'a reaſon of the hope that is 
in ſbem. But it is to be hoped there is no ſincere chriſtian 


good reaſon, why he profeſies himſelf a chriſtian. And 
the doing this, upon ſuch occaſions wherein the chril- 
tian faith is ridiculed or oppoſed, is one right and pro- 
per way of contending. earneſtly for it. It is not neceſ- 
ſary in order to prove a zealous concern for the chriſ- 
tian doctrine, that every man who profeſſes it ſhould 
enter into * debates about it, — 225 xg into 


Ra the 
” . 


chriſtian of a niean capacity, who is in earneſt in his 


| Vils of its enemies, Or go on plauſibly 1 in a train of ar 


Who is not able to give ſome tolerable” account, ſome 


, f 


* 
a. 


( 


the company of ebenes A man ho knows his own 5 
mability for a train of arguing, may in a few words 
ſhew, that the doctrine of chriſtianity does not deſerve to 


be ridiculed: and even ſuch a defenſe as this, nay the very 


ſhewing a diſpleaſure at the contempt offered to our 


holy religion, without directly offering any arguments 
in its defenſe, will effectually prove an earne/t conten. 


nion for the fuith. A ſilent ſignification of diſlike will - 
anſwer the end in ſome meaſure, where there is no op- 


portunity of ſhewing any other. But then it ſhould 
be ſo ordered, that our filence may evidently appear to 


proceed from diſlike, and not from approbation. For f 
that man who can willingly ſuffer it to be 'ſuſ; 


that he approves the contempt caſt upon chfiſtianity; | 
is fo far from contending earneſtly for the faith, that he 


| gives ground to believe he is an enemy to it in his hearr, 


24y, There is no ſincere chriſtian, but can and 
vill — — earneſtly for the faith by ſuffering in its be- 
half, if the providence of God calls him to it. The 
maintaining a reſolution to this purpoſe, is, neceſſary 
to the very being of a chriſtian, if we may believe 
our Saviour himſelf: who aſſures us, that we cannot 
be bis diſciples, without renouncing all that is dear to us, 
bearing the croſs, and following him; Luke xiv. 27, We 
are to reſiſt even unto dlood, ſtriving againſt fin, if the 
divine providence. orders our circumſtances in ſuch a 
manner, chat we cannot avoid it without renouncing our 
religion. | This is an earneſt contention indeed: and fo 
is the ſuffering ourſelves to be ſtripped of our ſubſtance 


or our liberty. Indeed ſo is bearing the contempt of 
ſcorners, and ſtanding up for a deſpiſed ſcheme of 
religion; which was the caſe mentioned under the for- 


mer head. But the bearing of theſe other ſufferings 
is a proof of a much more earneſt contention of mind. 
And yet this we cannot be excuſed from, if our caſe 
be ſo circumſtanced that we muſt either thus ſuffer or 
deny the faith we have profeſſed. = * 

Za, There is no ſincere xe EI bur can Ind will 
contend earneſtly — the faith, by keeping cloſe to it 50 
3 the 


14 8 


the courſe of his actions, as the rule of holy life, 
By this means it is vindicated from the reproaches and 


Gander of its enemies. And conſidering the ſnares to 


which we are all expoſed in an evil world, we may here- 
dy very juſtly be faid 70 contend earneſtly for the faith, 


that holy faith which we profeſs: whereas a vicious or 
a careleſs courſe of life, is either a contending againſt it, 


pr at leaſt a betraying ir into contempt. The man who 
_ lays a reſtraint upon irregular appetites, and denying 
ungodlineſ: and worldly luſts, takes care to live ſoberly 
and rigbteouſiy and voll in this preſent world, con- 
| tends to a very good pupoſe for that holy faith which 
was once delivered to the ſaints. And, I think, it has 
been ſufficiently ſhewn, from the tenour of the whole 
epiſtle of which my text is a part, that the apoſtle di- 
rected the exhortation in the text with the view of per- 
ſumading chriſtians to vindicate their holy religion by 
their own regular courſe of life; from the contempt 


and damage it had ſuffered by the vile practices of ſome 


who had diſhonoured it. The reputation of Chriſt's 
religion had ſuffered very much by means of thoſe who 
| had acted quite contrary to its deſign, while they pro- 
feſſed to be guided by it. Ir, was therefore with great 
propriety that chriſtians'in general were exhorted to con- 
tend earneſily for it, by ſhewing that they accounted it 
their honour to live agreably to it. This was the ready 
way to make it flouriſh and proſper, to ſtop the mouths 
of ſcoffers, and to make its own influence ſpread far and 
wide. And this will always be the ſureſt method for 
anſwering the ſame good end. They who have ſo learn- 


ed Chrift and been taught by him, as to put off the old man 


which is corrupt according to the deceitful Tuſts, to be re- 
netued in 19 rige of tbeir mind, and to put on the new 
man; , 12} God is created in righteouſneſs and true 
bolineſs, wil by the courſe of their lives promote the 


deſign of their religion; and will always be able to 
make ſome tolerable defenſe of it; as out of the abun- 
dance of the heart the mouth” will eat. But thoſe who 


underſtand ever fo well the dactrine of chriſtianity, if 


* ry | | | | | ö ö 1 
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it be not entertained in pies, hearts and formed into REY 
practice, will do more harm to it by refuſing to make 
it the guide of their actions, than good, by pretendinę 
to vindicate it with their arguments. If in the courſe 
of our actions, we are either ſenſual and intemperate, 
or taken up with the greedy purſuit of riches or ho- 
nour or power, to the negle& of reverence towards 
God, or righteouſneſs and benevolence towards men; 
or if under a pretence of religion itſelf we fall into 
1 contentions with each other, contrary to the de- 
ſign of religion in general: we may declare as loudly 5 
| as we pleaſe that we contend for the faith; but we are in- 
deed fighting. againſt it, and, TE, en do - 
55 hinder its af 5 bebe 
Let us therefore be perſuaded to e our cal 
in the right way; in behalf of thoſe great things in 
which we are ſure the, kingdom of God conſiſts; i. e. in 
righteouſneſi and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt: re- 
membring the words of the apoſtle, Rom. xiv. 17, 18. 
that be who in theſe things ferveth Chriſt, (and in theſe 
things there is a real ſervice paid to Chriſt) is acceptable 
to God and approyed of men. And, that we may not 
flacken our diligence, after ſome good endeavours of 
this kind; let us depend upon it, that here our ear- 
neſtneſs is perpetually call'd for; ee that we can ne- 
ver be excuſed from contending in this manner for the 
faith once delivered to the ſaints, as long ad there are any 


ELOFEERILCENET ITC ERIC Er wrepunoy—y Y OneT 5 


| | evil examples abroad in the world, or corrupt affections 5 f 

of our own to ſtruggle with. | 

4 1 ſhall forbear any further general application of this j 
4 ſubject, for the ſake of that particular view with which | 15 
1 I entred upon it: which was to ſtir you up to a cheer- 9 | 3 
© Þ ful contribution for the relief of your perſecuted bre- = jt 
” Þ thren, who deſire to adhere to the fith of Chriſt with- + 
out adulteration; and who have ſc earneſtly contended | 
© Þ for it, tho in a meek and peaceable manner, as to I 
” ſuffer the loſs of all things for its ſake, _ 8 1 | 
4 To prepare the way for this purpoſe, I did in _ | | 
55 former diſcourſe endeavour to ſhew : that the cauſe for __ Fu 
1 1 5 | | — Which 4 4 
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Wick they ſuffer; deſerves all that earneſtneſs of zeal 
which het have diſcovered in its behalf: that the books 
of the New Teſtament contain a ſure and ſufficient 
rule to walk by: and that the blending traditions with 
them, as the church of Rome does, under pretence 


of making up the complete faith of a chriſtian, does 


indeed weaken that faith; lays it open to innumerable 
corruptions, and endangers irs intire overthrow, by gra- 
dually drawing off mens regards from the written rule, 
till it is made of no effect, even where it is not quite ſup. 
preſſed, which yet is done i in a great meaſure with regard 


to the common people of the church of Rome. Now 


this ſurely is a good reaſon why we, who profeſs a a 
for the goſpel in its, purity, ſhould be ready to aſſiſt 
thoſe who contend earneſtly for it, and are opprefled 


by the impoſers of — 9 I proceed now with 
the ſame view to make the two following obſervations 


s upon what you have this day been hearing. 


'r. Among all the methods of contending for the 
faith, that can be though: on, there is no room for 


| uſing violence or he ts "a 


Other ways of contendi a for. the faith might Dare 


been named, beſides thoſe » ich 1 have enumerated. 
il ricularly ; I raking pains to poſſeſs the minds of 
over whom we may have an influence, with 
35 ſentiments about the faith, and a ſerious regard 


| xo che deſign of it, and embracing opportunities to 
convince the gainfayers and corrupters of the chriſtian 


doctrine, that they, are in the wrong. And there is 


mv doubt, that where there is an earneſt concern. for 


| The faith once delivered to the ſaints, it will be expreſſed 
in theſe ways, by different perſons, according to their 
different ſtations and capacities. But if beſides theſe 
we were to name all the other methods that can be 
thought of; till the obſervation would prove. true, 
that among them all there is no room for uſing vio- 
lence or compulſion. And the reaſon is, becauſe this 
is inconſiſtent! with that bolineſs, which is an eſſential 
FharaCter or the faith” once delivered 70 the ſaints, By 

„e 


"Td . 


HA ce the e is pared; and elend. 
from bitterneſs, as well as from other vile Aim. 


The man therefore who entertains this faith in his heart, 


cannot conſiſtently with it uſe any violent meaſures, 
even for propagating the faith it ſelf which he em- 
braces; beſides that it is impoſſible in the nature of 
things that compulſion ſhould produce faith. St. Peter 
puts chriſtians in mind, that by obeying the truth thro 
be Spirit, they had Purified their ſouls unto unfeigned love 
f the brethren: and for that reaſon calls upon them 70 
1 love one another with pure hearts fervently; 1 Pet. i. 22. 
And very numerous are the places, where we are di- 
rected to retain a brotherly affection even towards thoſe 
whom we apprehend to be in great miſtakes, and to 
endeavour to reclaim them from their errors by mild 
and gentle methods, but never by violence. We are 
never allowed to contend for the faith by deſtroying or 
| any way perſecuting even thoſe who oppoſe it; much Ls 
leſs thoſe who earneſtly deſire to be guided by it. . 
The Papiſts therefore are openly condemned, by that 15 
very faith for which they pretend to be ſo ſtrenuous, and 
which they would confine to themſelves. By their cruel | 
perſecutions of chriſtians, they prove themſelves the 
enemies of the chriſtian faith. This is very evident 


from the whole tenour of the epiſtle from which my 


text is taken, if it be true which the apoſtle aſſerts and 
inculcates, that the faith of a chriſtian is a moſt holy 0 
faith. For if this be true; then whatever way it is 
whereby we contend for this faith, it muſt be ſuch as is 
conſiſtent with holineſs. But the bitter ſpirit of perſe- 
cution is inconſiſtent with it. It is an impure and un- 
holy principle; defiling the foul, and rendering it un- 


fit for its proper offices towards God or man. 
My other obſervation is this. 


2. If it would become us 7% contend Foy fir the 
faith by ſuffering in its behalf, in caſe the providence of 


God called us to it; then certainly it becomes us to 


* and aſſiſt, co comfort and encourage thoſe wWbo 
eee eee actually 
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actually ſuffer for it, and who by their patience and 
conſtancy ſet us a good example, oO 
This obſervation is clear enough in itſelf. And there- 
fore inſtead of offering to prove it, I ſhall take up the 
reſt of my time in laying before you an account of the 
condition of your perſecured brethren, to whoſe ne- 
ceſſities you are now deſired to ſhew compaſſion, 
© You are deſired to contribute to the relief of many 
thouſands of Proteſtants, formerly inhabitants of Sa!rz- 
burg in Germany; who are driven from their habita- 
tions, and from all their poſſeſſions, ſome of them from 
their deareſt relatives, particularly from their children; 
and who cheerfully endure theſe ſufferings becauſe they 
will not embrace the corruptions of the church of 
By the “ accounts tranſmitted to us from ſome who 


have relieved great numbers of them, they appear to 
be people of great ſimplicity and innocency. And tho 
by the cruel] diligence of their perſecutors they have been 
prevented from gaining thar knowledge of the Scrip- 
tures which they earneſtly deſire; yer the + weakeſt. 
of them have had the opportunity of ſeeing that there 
are groſs. and intolerable corruptions in the church 
= of Rome.” They are all deſirous of being well in- 
=” ſtructed in the Proteſtant doctrine: and with that view 
I.: eme of the moſt antient of them who had not learn- 
ed to read, are beginning to learn in their old age. 
| They gained what knowledge they have of the Pro- 
| teſtant religion, by being many of them deſcended 
1 from * Proteſtant parents; who ſecretly brought the 
N | = Bible and other good books into the country, and read 


them to one another in a private manner for their mu- 
tual inſtruction and comfort. *Tis affirmed by ſome, 
_ that the country of Saltzburg bad in ſome meaſure the 
Proteſtant doctrine from the beginning of the Refor- 
mation. And 'tis evident that the famous FÞ treaty 
Account of the ſufferir gs of the perſecuted Proteſtants in the Arch- 
biſhopric of Saltzburg, &c. pag. 22. enn 
I Account, pag. 40. bid. P. 21. H FP. 68. 


of 


6 


out of the field: 


6 


bf Weſtphalia makes ordviſicn for a coleration of th. | 


teſtants upon the foot their brethren enjoyed it. in the 
His 1624. Notwithſtanding which they. now ſuffer a 


ere and cruel perſecution, merely for being - Pro- 
teſtants. 


gun and carried on after the following manner. 


Ar firſt ® all pains were taken to diſſuade them from 

the proteſtant religion, by arguments drawn from 

_ worldly intereſt. When that would not do; their books, 
which they had been many years collecting, were ſeized 
in ſeveral places. Then more violent meaſures were 
uſed, Many were apprehended ; eſpecially ſuch as were 
ſulpected to be their leaders; and ſent in fetters, dteſ- 
fed in deriſion with white caps hanging down to theit 
breaſts, into the deepeſt dungeons in Saltzburg: others 
were ſent away, their relations not knowing whither. 
They were threatned with beheading, drowning, the 

rallies, and the like: to all which they only anſwered, 


in God's name, in God's name. At laſt, when they 


could not be brought to turn, + they were on a ſudden 
ordered to leave the country : and theſe orders were 


executed with all imaginable rigor. Some were taken 


Others ragged out of their beds: 
all in general had a ſudden fu 


very few were permitted to fell their goods, or to take 


any thing neceſſary with them: many were obliged to 
leave their wives and children behind, and go away de- 


prived of all they had in the world, 
This and muc ch 


rial mandates iſſued thereon. 


whole weeks in their journey, in the moſt bitter, cold, 


and ſtormy weather ; and were fortnight wandring over 


mountains, not knowing whither they went: ; TOY 


”p 23. 2 Account, p. 24. *r wid. 


Which perſecution appears to have been be- 


mmons to depart; and 


more appears by che complaints laid is 
before the Evangelic body at Ratisbon, and the Impe- 


And what increaſed their 
calamity was, that they were forced to ** begin their 
| Journey in the depth of winter. The firſt 800 ſpent 5 


. e many 
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many were almoſt ſtarved, eſpecially as they were in : 


want of bread for three days together, 
In the journey the * Papiſts in ſome places inſulted 


chen and threw dirt at them; which they bore with 
great reſignation. And, according to the accounts 
given by choſe who entertain them, they ſtill + * 

themſelves contentedly, thankfully, meekly and 

- tiently 3 and when they have occaſion of b 
their affliction, do it without the leaſt bitterneſs or 
murmuring. Upon the whole, their behaviour has 
been ſo exemplary, that we are ** aſſured there ap- 
_ pears a great diſpoſition in many papiſts io embrace the 

| Proteſtant faith; and TT ſeveral Jews have been ſenſibly 
affected with their caſe, and ar one N offered them 
: lodgings. | 


The pretence for the ſevere treament of theſs 1 poor 


_ exiles, is quite contrary to the acknowledgment made 
by their perſecutor himſelf, in his paſſports granted in 
order to their baniſhment. The paſſports granted to 
chem, (and no perſon was ſuffered to leave their country 
Vuithout one) || expreſly teſtify their quiet behaviour, 
and that they were obliged to leave the Archbiſhopric 
ol Saltzburg only on account of religion. Agreeably 
to which the Archbiſhop himfelf f recommend- 
_ edjit to the Biſhop of Augſburg to grant them a paſ- 


ſage thro” his territories. Yet he colours over his ſevere 


'* Perſecution of them by oy, ng they were ſedi- 


tious and rebellious. r this ſpecious pretence, of 
the rebellion of his rt -ret ſubjects in the mountains, 


who deſired no more than the liberty of exerciſing their 
religion, the Archbiſhop in his decree againſt them 


enen chat he had forbidden them to continue 


2 AR 35. The news papers affe us that they have 
F been yet worſe treated in franc catholic ee thro which vo 02 


; 0 0 
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their 


their- aſſemblies and preachings, on pain of forteiting 
their eſtates, and even their lives: and that the better 
to ſecure the public tranquility, he had forbidden them 
to aſſemble, even in private, to the number of more 
chan three. And all this appears to have been done 
while the paſſages were ſhur up, and the poor people 
would have been glad to retire and exerciſe their reli- 


"92 


gion elſewhere. 


The + reaſon e for this duet 3 is, ae he | 
ſhould be inexcuſable, if, being an eccleſiaſtical prince, 

he ſhould tolerate in his Archbiſhopric the exerciſe of 
a__religion contrary, to that of the church of Rome. 
He. declares, that in order to reſtore. a ſettled tran- 
quillity in his Archbiſhopric, there remains no other 
method to be taken, than to extirpate to the root theſe 
turbulent people. And he ordains; that all thoſe who 
profeſs the Lutheran or Calviniſt religion, ſhall depart 
his country, never to enter it more, upon pain of con- 
fiſcation of their eſtates, or even of death, according to 
the exigency of the caſe. All perſons of theſe pro- 
feſſions, who work in the ſalt- mines or other public 
works, or are otherwiſe employ'd in the Archbiſhop's 
ſervice, are at once n and obliged to depart: 

and as no perſon was admitted to the freedom of a 
town, till he had proved that he himſelf and all his 
family profeſſed the Romiſh religion; any man profeſ- 
ſing himſelf a Proteſtant, is declared thereby to loſe his 
freedom, and ordered into baniſhment. The ſuſpected 
are to be examined whether they be Catholics or Pro- 
teſtants: the prohibited books, among which the Bible 

is the principal, taken from them: and if any one pre- 

| tending to be a Catholic, but proving to be a Prote- 
ſtant, deals in thoſe books, or even has them in his 
houſe, he is condemned to perpetual baniſhment and 


loſs of eſtate, and if the caſe requires it, life itſelf. 


The injuriouſneſs of this treatment is clearly ſet 
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ſentations to the Emperor, as being contrary eo rhe 


laws, and particularly to the treaty of Weſtphalia: 


which expreſsly provides fer thoſe who ſhou'd embrace 
aà religion different from hat of their ſovereigns, a 
toleration and “ intire liberty of conſcience, for exer- 
cifing their religion both in privat? and in 
likewiſe for ſending their children to foreign ſchools of 
their own religion, and for ſelling their effects when 
tte have a mind to leave the country. Notwithſtand- 
ing which proviſion, every one of theſe privileges were 
denied them. They were refuſed the exerciſe of their 
religion, and, for a conſiderable + time, the Hberty of 


going away; were caſt into priſons, deprived of their 


too, who were forcibly taken from them, to be brought 
up in popiſh principles; and after this a great number 


** driven out in the midſt of Winter, the 
up againſt the reſt, and all marmer of ways uſed to 


| hinder the ale of their effects, and render it impracti. 
Since theſe tranſactions, we are informed by the pub- 


lie prints, that many hundreds of the poor people em- 


ployed in the ſalt- mines have embraced the Proteſtant 
religion: and that the great inereaſe of Proteſtants of 
5 Gent conditions im life, computed at no leſs than 
two thirds of the whole number of his ſubjects, had 

ſa exaſperated the Archbiſhop, that he had made a 
ſolemn vow at the altar to exterminate them out of his 
 _domifions., Which vow he is afing endeavours to put 

in execution, tho the conſequenee- be the leaving his 


country naked and empty. Accordingly it appears 


already, that in [one diftri& chere are only 15 Papiſts 
left; che reſt of the inhabitants being all departed for 
other countries, and the number of Proteſtants in other 
parts of the Archbiſhoprie continually increafing, and 
expecting to be driven our, It is remarkable, that 


* P. ONES + P. 70. * p. 91. 
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ir thoſe 
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public, and 


; (39) 
* thoſe, of the remaining inhabitants who now declare 
for the Romiſh religion, are obliged to take, among 
others, this horrible oath; (hat the Evangelic or Prote- 
fant doctrine is 4 damnable 9 and they are 
threatened, chat in caſe any of them return to that 
religion, they ſhall be ſtripped of all their goods and 
chattels, and that the two fingers which they made uſe 
of in taking the faid oath, ſhall be chopt off. And the 
chancellour of the Court has ſignified, that in caſe the 
© emigrants ever return into Atburg, they ſhall be {till ; 
worſe dealt with, 
We cannot bur hope, that, 1 59 EVER 5 ©" 
9 P this perſecution 18 carried on, will produce an 
effect quite contrary to the per ſecutor's deſign. It was 
obſerved by the Proteſtant body, in their appeal to the 
| Emperor a year ago, that + the number of thoſe wha 
| declared for the Evangelical religion increaſed in pro- 
portion to the violence of their enemies: and that it 


| vices, that they were not leſs than 20000. They are 
| fince. believed to have ariſen to 30000 or upwards, in- 
cluding thoſe who ſtill remain in Saltzburg ; and to be 
continually increaſing. And tho by this increaſe their 
diſtreſs for the preſent mult be. exceeding great; yet, 
hereby a hopeful proſpect is given, that their princa 
| will in time fee the neceſſity. of doing what is to fit 
and reaſonable in itſelf, 7.0, Fe religious liberties 
0 peaceful ſubjects. "ny RET 


Daily Journal, Aug. 31, 1732. * 3 Account F. 73. 
2 It was ha ſome time ſince, that the Archbiſhop had 1 
| ready publiſhed an edict, encouraging the remainder of his Proteſtant 
| ſubjeQs to ſtay, and promiſing to uſe them kindly. But other ac- 
counts inform us, that he Mill keeps them in his dominions, and 18 
| likely to ſend them out as he did laſt year, in the winter-ſeaſon. 
| Agreeably hereto, it is written from Ratisbon, Nov. 6. N. S. that the 
| Proteſtant Saltzburgers, who work in the mines of Duremberg, hive 
| preſented a memorial to the Evangelic body; acquainting them that 
the Archbiſhop had cauſed notice to be given them to depart the 19th 

| of this month; and. praying the ſaid body to procure them the li | 
of paſſing unmoleſted thro the dominions of the Eleftor of Bavaria and 
| the r of Talas. Vid. N 2 -boy f Now, 18. 
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was. then computed, according to very credible. 8 


_ © deferves our imitation * and the exigency of the ſuffer- 
ers caſe calls for it, notwithſtanding the harbour they 
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= country whither the greateſt part of them are gone. 
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EE relief. which they are not well able to continue. 
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Upwards of 20000 re believed to 4s PN come 
- _ out of Salrzburg, and received, ſome into one part 
of Germany, ſome into another, And the kindneſs 
| Wherewith they have been entertained, by people very 
far from abounding in riches, and the wiſdom ſhewn 
by their hoſpitable brethren in“ avoiding bitter re- 
flexions upon their popiſh neighbours, while they ex- 
hort the ſufferers to ſtedfaſtneſs, together with that re- 
markable patience and quietneſs of ſpirit, and that 
| Cheerful application to hard labour for a ſupport, which 
are viſible in the ſufferers themſelves ; give great hope, 
that the providence of God, which has opened the 


* 


eyes of ſuch numbers of people | in ſo ſmall a tract of yor 
country, invironed on all ſides with papiſts, and which I of 
has favoured them thus far, will make them the means I you 
.M ſpreading the light of the Proteſtant doctrine more cha 
and more. | for 
Tis Certain that the Leal of our redn den 11 


haave received, the aſſiſtance already ſent from this na- 
tion, and the royal liberality of the prince who has 
entertained moſt of them. Por we are aſſured by very 
eredible accounts, that they begin to be in great diſ- IM you 
treſs, by reaſon of their + named and the poverty of ¶ now 


Nor is it to be wondered at; that people who have 
any tender ſenſe, of the afflictions of their brethren, 
ſhou'd, at the firſt ſight of their miſeries, give that pre- 


And in the mean time, the notion apt to be entertain'd 
by people at a diſtance, that theſe exiles are all pro- 
Yideg E. makes, their dittreſß we greater. 


* 5 . pez 32. TORE} | 

we 'Fhe Daily Sun of Nov. 7. W us, ber 17500 are ar- 
rived i in Pruſſia ; that their travelling charges and maintenance had oi 
already coſt the king 600000 crowns ; and that the OW them WW 
On We OS IN.” FT OY ay 4 
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of the many bleſſings 


his mouth, and is perfectly 
nevolent ſpirit which breathes thro' his whole doctrine: 
i more bleſſed o give than to receive. It becomes 
| you to think on theſe wortls-of your Lord and Maſter, 
now that a proper occaſion is ſet before you for anſwer- 
| ing their delign. Shew that you are of the ſame diſ- 

poſition of mind with him whoſe diſciples you profeſs 
| to be. And be aſſured that this ſaying of his will al- 

ways hold good; not only with regard to that con- 

| dition of life which enables a man to impart of his 
| ſubſtance to others, 
of accepting relief ; but with regard to the ſuperior 
| pleaſure of being helpful, above that of receiving 
| aſſiſtance. For tho the receiving a needful ſupply, 
by what means ſoever it comes, is always attended 


ET 


Slee me ** * 3 that the * here at Lon- 
dom for receiving contributions towards their relief, 
publiſhed in S one of the news- papers laſt month an ac- 


count of their ſs, in letters from Germany, par- 
ticularly from 23 


the uſes to which they has applied, and taking notice 


with the neceſſity 


wich a delight equal to the concern Which — 


* White-hall Evening Poſt, of * September 16. 173 2. 
7 . 


gh; acknowledging the receipt 
of — — money by them tranſmitted, declaring. 


returned by the perſons relieved 
to their diſtant benefactors. And "hs the names of the 
| truſtees; with their places of abode, are purpoſely pub- 
| Hhed at the end of the little treatiſe from which I have 
taken the ſubſtance of the account now laid before 
| yon, that every one may be ſatisfied in the characters 
| of thoſe by whom his bounty is to be conveyed; ſo 
| you have abundant reaſon to believe, that what you 
| charirably contribute, will be ape to chr purpoſe : 
| for which you beſtow it. 
1 ſhall conchude all with putting 00, in mind of a 
0 ying of our bleſſed Lord; which by the manner 
| 9 it is recorded, feems to have been often in 
agreeable to that moſt be- 
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# the LEP! before that ſupply! came: yet it ir is vaſtly in- 
ferior to that noble pleaſure which attends the mind of 
the generous benefactor. It is very much allayed by the 
conſideration of being dependent and under obligations, 
in many caſes, where the perſon relieved has as ſtrong 
* diſpoſition to generoſity as 'thoſe who relieve him. 
The man who relieves his diſtreſſed brother, partakes 

with him in his joy: and has another of à ſuperior na- 

ture beſides} the joy of feeling himſelf the happy 
means of doing good. And a high delight may juſtly 


be taken in this, without the leaſt mixture of pride. 
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So it is in the moſt high himſelf: whoſe bright exam- 
ple we imitate, and whoſe children we prove our ſelves 
to be, by delighting to do good. But there is no 
real goodneſs | in us, no reſemblance of our heayenly 
Father, if the kindnefſes:we impart are attended with 
: ice and contempt towards thoſe who receive them. 
I make no doubt, that many of thoſe whom you are 
no in a capacity to relieve, themſelves have generous 
ſpirits; and would have taken pleaſure to help others, 
in ſuch circumſtances wherein they now want your aſ- 
ſiſtance. But the providence of God has not granted 
them the opportunity. Fou have the honour to have 


it ſet before you: the exalted pleaſure is offered to 
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| Latth publiſhed, 


FFI preached at an Ordination of Dea- 


| Cons, 8 15. 1730. By Toſeph Burroughs. 
= for 7. . at the w bite Han in . 
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